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by Leslie Rolling 
 

normal: a. according with, constituting, or not deviating from a norm, rule, or       
principle  b. conforming to a type, standard, or regular pattern 
 

Since moving to Haiti last year there is one thing 
that I have learned, over and over again, and that is 
that there is nothing normal about living here. Just 
when I think I may have figured a few things out, 
something will happen and the only fitting response 
that I have is to shake my head.  
 
Normalcy is about perspective though. My instinct 
is to come here and expect that everything would, 
or should, be as I’m used to it being in Canada. But 
it isn’t. There are many things about this culture 
that don’t line up with the way I was culturally 
raised and everyday is a process of learning and 
adapting. 
 
One thing that I often encounter when getting ready 
to return here is that people will ask me if they can 
send things, like books, toys or clothes to be given 
away. We have a policy at CWH to not do this    
because in a culture where people have gotten so 

dependent on being given things it can greatly affect any kind of relationship you 
may want to build with them, hindering the work we are trying to do. In fact, the first 
English phrase that most Haitian children learn is, “Hey blanc, give me a dollar!”  
 
I believe that there is a slow shift happening with how people are going to be        
involved with organizations such as ours. For many years the normal approach to 
helping would be to ask, “What things can I give?” With the complications that arise 
from working in different cultures there is an even greater need to entrust those on 
the ground with the resources (most often financial) necessary to most effectively 
work in the cultures that they are serving. Having resources available to be used 
where needed is an empowering thing that will allow missionaries and aide workers 
to work more efficiently and effectively in accomplishing their goal of getting help to 
where it is needed most, and that is one of the greatest forms of helping. 
 
When I’m having a head shaking moment the words of a friends mother often pop 
into my head and bring a smile to my face. She said, “Normal is only a setting on the 
dryer.”  
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 To demonstrate our love for the   
 Lord and our neighbors by          
 providing support and expertise for   
 sustainable water projects in Haiti. 
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 Executive Director 
 info@cleanwaterforhaiti.org 
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 Administration & Staff Development 
 office@cleanwaterforhaiti.org 
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 www.cleanwaterforhaiti.org 
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 CLEAN WATER FOR HAITI 
 c/o Vernon Alliance Church 
 2601 43rd Ave. 
 Vernon, BC 
 V1T 3L1 
 

 A registered non-profit organization 
 Charitable giving # 83462 6673 RR001 
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 CLEAN WATER FOR HAITI 
 PO Box 273 
 Bellingham, WA 
 98227-0273 
 

 A registered non-profit organization 
 IRS 501(c)3 
 
 
 Please make all checks payable to: 
 “CLEAN WATER FOR HAITI” 
 
 

 CREDIT CARD DONATIONS 
 www.cleanwaterforhaiti.org 
 
 All donations are tax deductible. Tax    
 receipts will be issued at year end. 
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 Contact us via email or visit our   
 website to download our NEW Staff   
 Application Package. 
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· Increased regular giving  to our General Fund . We have seen a large decrease 
in this area in the last year. These funds are needed to support our programs and 
for mission growth. 

 

· Funding for the $50,000 mortgage repayment for the Pierre Payen property     
purchase. To help with this project donations can be designated to “Property     
Purchase”. 

 

· A new engine  for our Daihatsu truck. This truck is an essential part of our filter 
program and work. The new engine is estimated at $3500 US. 

Manes & Richard doing some not 
so normal work on our cistern. 
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The past several months have brought some changes to our filter          
programs in both Gonaives and Pierre Payen. 
 
Due to a funding shortfall it became  
evident that we would no longer be able 
to run our Gonaives project and we  
began looking at options for that        
program. We did not want to see the 
program cease entirely as so much had 
already been accomplished in that  
community. Through the work of Project 
Manager Roman Cipus and his staff 
over 500 families have received 
BioSand filters since the project start up 
earlier this year.  
 
CWH Executive Director Chris Rolling 
began approaching other organizations 
that were looking to start water projects in Haiti. One organization, Pure 
Water for the World, had already been taking steps to start a project   
similar to ours. Taking over operations in Gonaives would mean having 
an established production site and trained staff, as well as a demand for 
BioSand filters, rather than starting fresh in another area. At the time of 
writing plans are moving ahead for them to take over operations in early 
fall of this year.  
 
Pure Water for the World has approached Roman and asked if he would 
continue working as Project Manager for them. We are sad to see Roman 
go, but we know that under his direction the project will continue to be a 
successful one. 
 
Our Pierre Payen project is undergoing some changes as well. After   
several months of preparation our Haitian staff has taken leadership on 
this project from our North American volunteers who have all returned 
home. This has included making adjustments to our filter tracking system 
and attempting to expand our sales zone. We are looking forward to  
seeing how this project will continue to develop and grow. 
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We are very happy 
to announce the 
marriage of        
Executive Director 
Chris Rolling to 
Leslie Lockhart. 
The wedding took 
place on July 1 in 
Vernon, BC where 
the couple was 
joined by many 
friends and family 
to celebrate. 

 

After a month long honeymoon (and much 
needed rest) in Canada and the US the 
Rollings returned to Pierre Payen, Haiti. 
Please keep them in your thoughts and 
prayers as they settle into married life and 
continue leading the mission in Haiti. 
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CWH held it’s Annual General Meeting in Vernon, BC, Canada on June 27. The mission has a board of directors in   
Canada and the US that work in conjunction with each other. On the agenda was the election of a new Canadian Board 
President and an opportunity for current board members to step down.  
 
Current Canadian Board of Directors: 
 

Chris August, Doug Carlaw (President), John Carruthers (Secretary, Fundraising Coordinator), Dean Knopf (Treasurer), 
Dave Knox, Chris Rolling (CWH Executive Director, non-voting), Lindsey Smith, Tal Woolsey, and Anthony Yskes. 
 
Current US Board of Directors: 
 

Rob Haskell, Barb Jonusaitis (President, Fundraising & Grant Coordinator), Nathan Marion, Terry Phillips, Chris Rolling 
(CWH Executive Director, non-voting), and Jerry Rolling. 
 
We would like to extend a thank you  to those individuals that served on the board of di rectors in the last year:  
 

Ken Graham, Grant Janz, Marg Knox, Leslie Rolling, and Adele Woolsey. 

 

Filters being painted for delivery in 
Gonaives. 
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Haven’t visited our new website? We 
would encourage you to take a quick look. 
On it you will find mission information, 
downloadable videos, past newsletters and 
email updates and ways that you can be 
involved in the life saving work of CWH. 
 

Go to: www.cleanwaterforhaiti.org 
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If you are moving please help us keep our 
mailing information updated by letting us 
know. Simply contact us by mail or email 
(office@cleanwaterforhaiti.org) with your 
new address information.  


