Orange hair isn't a fashion statement
here, but rather a sign of malnutrition.
Bloated bellies are not from an
abundance of food, they are a clear
indication of worms. Skin rashes don't
come from heat in Haiti, they come
from bacteria. Water is making people
sick and they are dying. This is their
reality. Another reality? Giving people
clean water saves lives.

Since 2001 Clean Water for Haiti, with
the help of private donors and other
organizations, has built and installed
over 5000 BioSand filters and provide
necessary sanitation and hygiene
education. 50,000 Haitians now have
access to clean, life-giving water.

Three young boys bathe and get water for their
families from a local water source.

There are many things required in order to put a filter into the hands of a family.
Supplies and workers are needed to build the filters. Educational materials teach
people how to be proactive about their health. Tools help make work more efficient,
and increase filter production. Awareness and funds must be raised to support the
work. Administration needs to happen to keep everything running smoothly. What
would happen if one part of the big picture was missing?

This is the position we find ourselves in now. We have been raising funds to
purchase our Pierre Payen property that acts as our base of operations since early
2005. We must purchase it this year or it will be sold to another party. In the last four
years, through generous donations, we have been able to do a considerable amount
of development on the site. Dormitories have been built to host groups receiving
training in filter production and health education, production facilities have been built
and improved to meet the demand for filters, and we have space that acts as an
office and living accommodations for foreign volunteers, both necessary for running
effective filter and training programs.

Relocating to another site would set us back considerably in our work as well as
financially. Rather than being able to continue production and putting filters into the
hands of people we would have to focus on developing a site where production could
effectively happen. Instead of training more groups we would need to work at
providing a facilities to host them. These things mean that people would not be
getting filters or education and they will continue to live with sickness and death as
part of their everyday reality.

We know we are saving lives and we are asking you to consider helping us continue
that work. Your donation towards the property purchase will go a long way. It will
help us to further develop our production and training facilities. Without facilities we
cannot build filters or train people.

To date we have raised $90,000 of the needed $140,000 (US). To donate please
attach a note designating your donation to “Property Purchase”. Thank you for
partnering with us as we give people an opportunity for a better life.
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- Roman has had a great
start to the new project in
Gonaives and was able to
deliver and install over
100 filters in his first
month of production.

- In May we hosted a
training class with Diana
Frost from CAWST
(Center for Affordable
Water and Sanitation
Technologies) for people
from organizations
throughout Haiti. The
individuals that attended
gained valuable skills that
will enable them to start
filter projects in their own
area.

- A poorer area on the
outskirts of St. Marc now
has several dozen filters
because one individual
saw the benefits and
started promoting them in
his community. This has
been one of the best ways
for us to expand filter use
in many communities in
our area.

When greeting one another
Haitians will extend a
handshake, and if greeting
a woman, a kiss on the left
cheek. If the person you
are greeting has been
working and has dirty
hands they will offer you
their wrist to shake instead.

CAMILLA has worked with
CWH since we moved to our
in 2002.
When visitors come to CWH
one of the staff that they often
remember most is Camilla. As
part of our house staff she
loves to provide great meals
and hospitality, and takes great
pride in looking after everyone at the base.

Pierre Payen site

By Leslie Lockhart

Recently | had an opportunity to visit a part of Haiti that | had only seen in pictures. In
“Port de St. Marc” squaters have built homes all tightly packed between the road and
the beach. My friend and | had to weave in amongst them to get to the beach so she
could show me where she was hoping to expand her work to. When we got there |
realized | was standing in the middle of some of the worst poverty | had ever seen.

The homes in this area are made from mud and sticks, and use any number of items as
roofing materials. It broke my heart as we walked through to feel people shrinking back
in shame of what they are living in. As we stepped onto the beach the view for as far as
my eyes could see consisted of shantys, boats, thick garbage, people and pigs. There
are few words to truly describe it and to take a picture would have been insulting to the
people living there.

In his speech in Trafalger Square to end poverty in the developing world Nelson
Mandela said, “Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it
can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings. And overcoming
poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is and act of justice. It is the protection of a
fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent life.”

It didn’t take long for people to start gathering around us, mostly children and young
women. Often in areas like this people can be very aggressive, generally a reaction to
their situation and the fact that you have decided to step into it. | was pleasantly
surprised to be surrounded by children and young women that just wanted to visit. They
wanted to be looked in the eye, to be touched, to be talked to like people, or in the case
of a group of boys to show me their James Bond impersonations. To see a little boy
giggle because he feels my hand touch his head lovingly or a young woman's face light
up when | tell her she’s beautiful are things that fill me and remind me of the importance
of what we’re doing.

Giving people access to clean water isn't a solution to the whole issue of poverty in
Haiti, but it is a piece of the puzzle. On the tap tap on the way home that day | had a
good conversation with a man who said that his people need jobs, they need health,
they need to have an opportunity. Breaking the cycle of poverty needs to happen from
many directions. For us, it means having the financial and physical resources to provide
clean water for people so that they can be healthy, work, go to school, have a future.
With that they can become leaders of their communities and maybe their country. They
can have dignity and work towards making Haiti a great country.

Nelson Mandela, in the same speech said, “Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be
great. You can be that generation. Let your greatness blossom. Of course the task will
not be easy, but not to do this would be a crime against humanity, against which | ask
humanity to now rise up.” Will you help us rise up against poverty and make a
difference?

- Increased giving to our General Fund . We have seen a large
decrease in this area in the last year. These funds are needed to
support our programs and for mission growth.

- Funding for the property purchase.

- 4 new tires ($160 US each) for our Daihatsu truck.

- Well drilling volunteer that can join us long term to restart and
run our well drilling program. For more info visit our website or
contact us at info@cleanwaterforhaiti.org

- A 15-40 HP boat motor for our mission sailboat. This would help
us to provide filters to areas on the coast not accessible by road.




