Roman Cipus, our full time project manager
working in Gonavies, has completed follow
up on the filters that had been installed as
part of the relief work after Hurricane Jean.
Seeing what a difference BioSand filters
made in the lives of people in their
community many people requested that
Clean Water for Haiti produce more filters.

To meet the demand for filters in the area,
we began preparations for a new phase of
the Gonaives project. We were able to rent
a walled site to be used for production. Roman began work on the site and along
with several workers was able to build a cistern that will be filled from the nearby
canal and a storage depot to lock up tools and supplies.

Production of the new site gets underway.

A clinic in Gonaives helped Roman find four men that will be responsible for filter
production. Another man will be doing filter deliveries and installations, and three
women came to our base in Pierre Payen to take our Community Steward training
and will be providing follow up and
sanitation and hygiene teaching to
new filter owners.

The Gonaives team has started
production and sales and already
have over 100 people signed up to
purchase a filter at the subsidized
cost of $40 Haitian ($5 US).

We are very excited about the
progress that has already been
made with this program and are
anticipating that it will be a great
success.

Roman and his staff with the first batch of filters.

Our newsletter has a new look! We are taking steps to keep our supporters more
informed with all of the great things that are happening with CWH and part of that is
this newsletter. You can expect updates about our current projects, special features,
and an opportunity to get to know our staff. You will be receiving it more often in the
future and we hope that you will anticipate it's arrival.

If you are moving and would still like to receive our newsletter at your new address
please email us at office@cleanwaterforhaiti.org  or send a note to our Canadian
address so we can make the necessary changes to our mailing list.

We are also in the process of updating our website and would encourage everyone
to take a look. On it you will find information about the mission and our projects,
brochures, downloadable videos, staffing information, special features, a photo
album and much more.
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- In January board members
Barb Jonusaitis, Rob
Haskell and Tal Woolsey,
along with former staffer
Val Thacker, represented
CWH at Missions Fest in
Vancouver, BC. This was
great promotion for the
mission and they were
able to connect with a
number of people.

- We have trained over 40
Community Stewards .
They will be working in
their own communities to
provide necessary support
and education to filter
owners.

- We currently have $90,000
of the needed $140,000
US to purchase our
Pierre Payen property .
We are hoping to make
the purchase later this
year. To help with this
important project
designate your donation to
“Property Purchase.”

Haitian women make
patties out of mud and
seasonings and after the
patties have dried in the
sun they are sold in the
market as food.

By Leslie Lockhart

Someone once told me, “Change is inevitable, progress is optional.” | believe change
is a wonderful thing. It pushes us to be more than we thought possible and to see
things in ourselves that we didn’'t know were there. It helps us trust and take chances
and it helps shift our perspective on things.

The last several months have brought a lot of change. Haiti as a country has seen the
election of it's first President since Aristide was ousted in 2004. Election day was quiet
for the most part and brought out the highest number of voters in Haiti's history. There
were some mainifestations (demonstrations) the following week but after Preval was
officially declared President things were quiet again.

Around the mission we have seen change in several areas. Our Pierre Payen project
has continued to develop. We now have the capacity to produce 200 filters a month.
With an average of 10 users per filter that can give 2000 people per month clean
water. We have also seen our Gonaives project take off. Within a month Roman went
from renting a site to producing filters.

In January as a staff and board we set some goals for the year. | reviewed the list a
few days ago and realized that we had already accomplished about half of them. In
the last few months we have found the last of the needed funding for purchasing
another Daihatsu truck, started up the second phase of our Gonaives project,
purchased necessary equipment and are developing a donor follow up system. We
have also received about $40,000 to fund our filter projects.

Chris and | will be getting married this summer and | am aware of the change that it
will bring on a personal level as well as a ministry level. Chris and | are looking
forward to moving into the future with the mission as a couple. We want to see the
property purchased so we can build staff housing making it possible for more people
to join us long term. We, along with our board, are also working on building up CWH'’s
support base. Currently we have funding coming in for projects but our general
operational fund has decreased in the last few years. This is very important as we
need a place to produce filters so we can put them in the hands of the people.

I am hopeful and excited as | look to the coming months. | know that things will
continue to change and my hope is that as an organization we will be able to move
through that well and in a way that brings more growth. | hope that you will continue to
journey with us.

has Congratulations to Roman Cipus and his new

been with Clean Water for
Haiti since we moved to
our Pierre Payen site in
2002. Over the years he
has worked in a variety of
areas around the mission
and is currently our
Production Foreman.

He is a very dedicated employee and a hard
worker. Aside from working at CWH full time
he is going to school for computer training
and owns his own Tap Tap (Haitian taxi)
business.

wife Marie Rose . They were married in St. Marc,
Haiti on February 25. Roman is our Gonaives
Project Manager and we are very happy to
welcome Marie Rose to our staff family.

Congratulations also going out to the future
Mr. & Mrs. Rolling ! Director Chris Rolling
and Leslie Lockhart were engaged on
February 14 in Haiti. After a summer wed-
ding in Canada they are looking forward to
returning to Haiti to continue their work with
CWH long term.




